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"It all depends 
on him who passes by, 
whether I be tomb 
or treasure-house, 
whether I speak or 
remain silent; 
it is up to you alone, 
friend, enter not 
without desire." 
Paul Valery 
By cho ire a nd necess ity, Missouri sLUd e n ts use 
the U ni versity Library in la rge numbers. Cer-
ta in periods produ ce bu sy hours o f the d ay, bu t 
th e pea k loa d o f reading ca pac it y comes around 
8:30 p .m . .Bi gges t night or the wee k is T uesday . 
th en T hursd ay. Whil e th is tra ffi c stems fro m 
cl ass roorn ass ignme nts, man y students g ladl y go 
to the libra ry as a qui e i- e r pl ace o [ stud y th an 
their regul a r ha b ita ts. A nd it is no secre t that 
some s tudents, whil e dedica ted to the pursuit of 
know ledge, e n te r the reading room w ith ro-
ma nti c inclin a ti ons. T he re pe rsists a de lightful 
m yth tha t two ca n stud y toge ther b ea utifu ll y. 
Whil e the library is a popular spot ancl going to it 
has its socia l as pec ts, this study ha ll center with six 
reading room s is not a lo unging fa cility. Tt o ffers hard 
chairs, hard tables, and pack.aged wisdom. Wh en stu-
dents ta ke a break., they stand around in the corridors 
or sit on the steps. The conges tio n in these a reas was 
eased somewhat by the Student Union. 
The m ain libra ry has eight brai1ches on the ca mpus, 
which have their busiest periods in the daytime. ln 
Engineering, for insta nce, two-third s of the d ay's us-
age is over by noon. And the Ag library's big load 
comes before 9:30 a. m. , possibly r efl ecting the ea rly 
rising habits o f farm -rea red students. 
The Unive rsity Library was origina lly pla nned to 
house 450,000 volumes. About 600,000 are ca ta log ued 
there now, with more than 200,000 in the branch 
libraries. When the new wing is built, present 
fa ciliti es will be about 40 per cent of the ove rall 
plant. R eading ca pacity will be increased from 1,250 
p ersons to 3,000. 
The lights burn longer at the University Library 
these nights. Since last spring gradu a te students and 
facu lty members have been permitttecl to rema in until 
midnight, two hours after regular closing. For the 
first t ime, th e traditional 5 p.m. Sunday closing h o ur 
has been ex tended to 10 p.m. 
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